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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public 
interest in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive 
and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled 
throughout the year. 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - .15200.00; 
Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - 
$12.00; Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from 
Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - $5.69- 

For further Information contact our Membership Secretary, Barry 
Cherriere, 506-575 Queenston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K 1K1 or phone 
560-7476. 


ARTICLES COMING UP : 

Nature Tour of Austria - Part II; Orchids of the Hamilton Area; 1980 
Phonological Summary; Long Point Christmas Bird Count; and more. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Your executive meet6 regularly to look after the business of the club. 

The meetings are lively with much discussion and many items are taken care 
of at each 2% hour session (7:30-10:OOp.m.) usually held the week before 
the monthly general meeting. There isn't room here to report on all matters 
that are discussed but some highlights from the January 7th, 1981 meeting are 
of interest. 

Membership is growing steadily and we welcome all new members. Do 
introduce yourselves and we hope that you will soon become involved in all 
the activities of the H,N,C, Margaret Firth-.has reorganized the name tags. 

If yours is missing do let her know, Wear your name tag so that we may 
get to know each other, 

Plans for the 1981-82 season are already under way and we urge all 
mdmbers : .to make suggestions as to types of activities, areas -to explore, 
speakers etc,etc. This you r club and the executive wishes"to provide the 
experiences that will add to your knowledge. Call me or any of the directors 
to make your wishes known. Are you willing to lead an outing or assist in 
any phase of our programme? Don't wait to be asked. Volunteer your services 
and make the' task of drawing up tho calendar of events an easy one. 

and "Chickadee';! 

Subscriptions to "Ranger Rick" and "Owl",/ nature magazines for children, 
are being sent for the second year to the Hamilton Regional Indian Centre 
120 John St.N., Hamilton, These are used in their programmes for young 
people, 

Copies of the Wood Duck are sent to all local library branches and to the 
R.B.G, library; to the Ontario Archiv.es and , to the National Library of 
Canada; to McMaster and McGill University'Libraries and to Mohawk College. 

Local newspapers, radio stations',- information bureaus and cons ervation 
authorities are also.rn the mailing list. (50 copies in all). Also we exchange 
bulletins with thirty-five naturalist organizations across the continent. 

May1981 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Federation of Ontario Naturalist, c 
Our club is a charter member of this provincial organization. Plan to attend 
the celebration of this anniversary; at the 1981 annual meeting to be held 
on May 22-24 at the beautiful University of Western Ontario Campus in London . 

An exciting programme is being- planned/ 

We have been asked to prepare a display for this meeting, A permanent 
club display that is simple to assemble and easy to transport is needed for 
other occasions too. If you would be interested in working on a committee 
to design and prepare an H.N.C. display please call me at 527-0333, Your 
ideas and skills are needed. 

Junior members'. Have you submitted your 1980 bird list for the Ross 
Thompson Trophy competition? Deadline has arrived and lists will be accepted 
by Bob Curry until January 30th. Your list of species of birds sighted in 
the Hamilton area during the calendar year must be submitted on an H.N.C, 
Check-list, The trophy will b : e presented at the May meeting. 

Miss Lydia Hamilton and Miss Evelyn Morris will be on hand to welcome 
you to the meeting on February 9. 
and helpers,Florence and Margaret Roper) Hazel Broker 

*** * *•** *-* 
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EVENTS FfflR FEBRUARY 

********4f********^********************-)^«-**'rf*******************'*'********************** 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENEPvAL MEETING * 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1981 at 0:00 p.m. 


PLACE 


SPEAKER 


Royal Botanical Gardens, Centre Auditorium 
600 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

PARRY CHERRIERE & RON RIDOUT w ill present an illustrated 
talk on 


"A TRIP TO TEXAS" $ 

* 

* 

Barry has attracted considerable attention with his slides * 
and prints of birds, all taken without the use of a blind, * 
Ron is a conductor of tours and a lecturer in nature * 

subjects. Together they will treat you to a very interesting 

trip through Texas. Be sure to attend. $ 

* 

* 

Next Meeting - Monday, March 9, 1901 J 

* 

* 

VISITORS WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP & REFRESHMENTS * 

*-****#**#^^*#**W**^*^#*#**#*^#***###*#^*##^ ****** ********-K-**#tt**# ####***#****** 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


FEB/MAR/01 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


Sunday, Feb, 0 


Sunday, March 29 


9:00 a.m. 

Ski and Snowshoe Hike in Beverly Swamp - Meet at M.T.C. 
yard at corner of Hwy. #52 and Hwy. #8. Pack a lunch. 
Leader: Bruce Mackenzie 659-7328 


Saturday, Feb. 28 


1:00 p.m. 

Owl Prowl - A chance to observe owls and other birds 
wintering in our area. Pack a snack for supper and plan 
to stay out until 7:00 p.m. Meet at Dundurn Castle 
parking lot. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 


8;00 a.m, 

Long Point Waterfowl Migration - Ducks, geese and swans 
should be moving through in great numbers. Bring a lunch. 

Meet at Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennel,Hamilton 
Leader: Barry Jones 1=519-586-3647 


FROM THE EDITOR 

COLLATING 

Thanks to tho following people who helped to put this issue? together 
and got it into the mail: Margaret Mackenzie, Michael Clarke, Ruth Lonz, Margaret 
Firth and John Mclnally. 

We are in need of additional voluntc?ers to fill the schedule for Mon., 
Feb. 23, Mar. 23, and April 20. If you can spare a couple of hours on a Monday 
night let us know at tho next meeting. 

WILDFLOWERS 

Art Runnels has compiled a list of wildflowers in the Hamilton area 
taken from the extensive records of Dr. MacLaren.(see page 93). This is of course 
only a partial listing and many of you will undoubtedly know of other locations 
and species. Please send in any interesting records you may have. If there is 
sufficient interest, another list will be made in another issue, (cont'd on page 103 
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INFORMATION NEEDED ON HERITAGE TREES 


The Region of Ilalton is presently engaged in compiling a list of Heritage Trees 
which will eventually be placed in the Regional Tree By-Law. The intent of the 
Region is to honour these trees and to preserve them for the future. Trees 
will be added or deleted from the list as time and fate decrees. 

The Ilalton Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committee is assisting the 
Region in locating these Heritage Trees, At the moment, we do not have suffi¬ 
cient representation in North Ilalton, nor do we have enough trees identified 
in Ilalton. The Burlington Horticultural Society has been actively engaged for 
the past few years in documenting and placquing Burlington Honour Roll Trees, 
so much of the work has already been accomplished in the south-west part of the 
Region. 


The criteria we are using for the selection of candidate trees is as follows: 

1. A tree that is outstanding in size for its particular species. 

2. A rare tree species. 

3. A tree growing on an historical property which is as old as the building on 
the property. 

4. A tree planted by a dignitary on a ceremonial occasion. 

5. Heritage treescapes, for example; 

a) A line of Black Locusts planted by the United Empire Loyalists, 

b) an outstanding row of Norway Spruce flanking the lane up to a farmers 
house. 

c) Horse Chestnuts enhancing a Victorian building. 

3) A grouping of large trees that inhabitants of the area have grown 
familiar with over the years. 

When the great southern hardwood forest extended up into the area, White Pine 
was the dominant species. We do not have, presently, a White Pine in Ilalton 
documented over seventy feet tall. Surely someone can find a representative of 
this species. Within the next six weeks EEAC hopes to submit our first list 
to the Region, We need many more candidates for trees in North Ilalton. We 
hope that you, or members of your group, can help us in this search. 


If you know the location of an outstanding large, old tree, or a tree that would 
satisfy one of the other selection criteria, or an oldermember of the community whi 
may have further information, please phone or write one of the following indivi¬ 
duals : 


1 . 


2 . 


3 . 


Mr, Graham Turner 
2343 Lakeshore Road 
Burlington, Ontario 

Mrs, Betty Barhydt 
Subcommittee Chairman 
20 North Shore Boulevard, 
Burlington, Ontario 

Mr. Bob White, Planner, 
Region of Halton 
1151 Bronte Road 
Oakville, Ontario 


********** 


Phone G32-2175 


Apt. 203 

phone 634-5295 


phone 027-2151 


NATU RE QUIZ 

1. A group of geese is called a ? 

2. A badger’s den is called a ? 

A young hare is called a ? 

A female fox is called a ? 

5. A young swan is called a ? 

6 , The terrestrial stage of a 

newt is called a ? 

7. A female cottontail is called ? 

8 , A male duck is called a ? 


or from Halton Hills C7G-G113 * 9 . Ontario's only lizard is called? 

10. An aplodontia, mountain phena- 
* conys & eastern pipistrel have 
something in common. They are all? 
(Answers on page lOO) 
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SOME WILDFLOWERS OF THE HAMILTON AREA 

The following list has been excerpted in part from the records of the late Dr. 
Robert MacLaren, which records are now in the library of the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. 


Adder's-mouth,White (Malaxis brachypodn) 
Alexanders, Golden (Zizea aurea) 

Alkanet or Anchusa(Anchusa officinalis) 
Arrowhead,Grass-leaved(Sagittaria grarninea) 
Aster, Rush(Astcr junciforrnis) 

Beardtongue,Foxglove(Pcnstcmon digitalis) 
Bedstraw,Yellow(Galium verum) 

Beggar-ticks,Tall(Bidens vulgata) iic!ens C 


Twiss Road 

Ancaster-Spring Volley Park 
RBG-near Rock Gardens 
Mi11grove 
Crieff Bog 

Mt.Brow Rd;Flamborough 
Flook Rd. 

ammon in area but often accepted as 
frondoaa 


Bush-Clover,Hairy (Lespedeza hirta) 

Wand-like(L, intermedia) 

Calopogon or Grass-Pink(Calopogon pulchellus) 

Cardinal-flower(Lobelia cardinalis) 

Chickweed, Jagged (Holosteum umbel la turn) 
Clammyweed(Polanisia graveolens) 

Clematis Purplc(Clematis vorticillaris) 

Clintonia (Clintonia borealis) 

Columbo (Swertia carolinicnsis) 

Coneflower, Thmn-leaved (Rudbeckia triloba) 

Cress,Hairy Rock-(Arabis hirsuta) 

Smooth Rock-(A. laevigata) 

Cudweed, Low (Gnaphalium uliginosum) 

Dalibarda or Dewdrop (Dalibarda repens) 

Dandelion, Fall (Leontodon autumnalis) 

Day flower, Asiatic (Commelina communis) 

Dock, Water (Rumex verticillatus) 

Evening-Primrose,Small-flowered(Oenothera parviflora) 
False Foxglove, Yellow (Aureolaria flava) 

Fern-leaved (A. pedicularia) 

False Mermaid (Floerkea proserpinacoides) 

Flax, Yellow(Linum virginianum) 

Four O'clock (Mirabilis hirsuta) 

Four O'clock (Mirabilis nyctaginea) 

Fumitory, Climbing (Adlurnia fungosa) 

Garlic (Allium sativum) 

Gentian, Closed or Bottle(Gentiana Andrcwsii) 

Fringed (G. crinita) 

Gerardia, Slender (Gerardia tenuifolia) 
Small-flowered(G. paupercula) 

Germander (Teucrium canadense) 

Goldenrod, Bog (Solidago ul.iginosa) 

Hard-leaved (S. rigida) 

Grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia glauca) 

Green Dragon (Arisaoma drncontium) 

Hawkweed, Mouse-ear (Hierocium pilosella) 
Hedge-nettle, Rough (Stachys hispida) 

Hedge-Parsley (Torilis japonica) 

Henbit (Lamium amplexicaule) 

Horseradish (Armoracea lapathifolia) 

Hyssop,Yellow Giant (Agastache nepetoides) 

Jerusalem Artichoke(Helianthus tuborosus) 

Jerusalem Oak (Chenopodium botyys) 

Lady's-slipper, Rarn's-head(Cypripedium arietinum) 
Showy (C. reginae) 

Leafcup, Small-flowered (Polymnia canadensis) 

Lizard's-tail (Saururus cernuus) 

Loosestrife, Tufted (Lysimachia thyrsiflora) 


Bronte 

Bronte 

Crieff bog; Freelton 
Mountsberg;Halton Forest 
Near RBG Rock Garden 
Ham. beach 
Mt. Nemo 

Crieff bog area;Twiss Rd. 

Snake Rd; Hillsdale Avo., 

Bronte 

Mt. Nemo 

King's Forest 

Bronte 

Freelton 

Lawrence Ave. Ferguson St. 

Ham. bay 

Woodburn 

Woodburn 

Tew Falls 

R.BG 

Glanbrook; Stoney Creek 
Bronte 
Ham. beach 
R.B.G.-York Rd. 

Mt. Nemo, Crawford Lake 
Stoney Creek 
Millgrove 

Ancaster;Crieff bog area 
Millgrove 
Millgrove 
Confederation Park 
Crieff Bog 

Near RBG Rock Garden 
Ancaster-SpringValley Park 
#20 Hwy.near Srnithville 
Millgrove; #97 Hwy. 

Woodburn 

Glanbrook 

Confederation Park 
Stoney Creek;Millgrove 
RBG 

Ham.cast end 
Valley Inn Rd. 

Crieff bog area 
Crieff bog area , Twiss Rd. 
King's Forest;Crawford Lake 
Woodburn 

Millgrove,Crieff bog ,Twiss 
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Some Wildflowers of the Hamilton Area (continued) 

Mermaid-weed(Proxerpina palustris var.crebra) 
Mertensia or Virginia Bluebell(Mertensia virginica) 
Milkweed,Whorled(Polygala verticillata) 

Miterwort,Naked(Mitella nuda) 

Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris) 

Mogwort,Western (A. ludoviciana) 

Mustard, Tall Wormseed(Erysimum hieraciifolium) 
Nipplewort (Lapsana communis) 

Orchis, Leafy White (Platanthera dilatata) 
Purple-fringed (P. grandi'florn) ? 

Small Purple-fringed (p. psycodes) 

Ragged (p. lacera) 

Round-leaved (P. orbiculata, var. tnacrophylla) 
Ox-bongue (Picris echioides) 

Pennyroyal (Hedeoma pulegioides) 

Pigweed, Winged (Cycloloma atriplicifolium) 

Pilewort (Erechtites hieracifolia) 

Pimpernel, Yellow (Taenidia integerrima) 

Pinesap, (Monotropa hypopithys) 

Pinweed (Lechea spp.) 

Pipsissewa (Chimaphila umbellata) 

Pitcher-Plant (Sarraccnia purpurea) 

Pyrola, Pink (Pyrola asarifolia) 

Round-leaved (P.rotundifolia) 

Ragwort, Golden (Senecio aureua) 

St.Johnswort,Greater (Hypericum pyramidatum) 
Sandwort, Grove (Arenaria lateriflora) 

Rock (A. stricta) 

Saxifrage, Golden (Chrysosplenium americanum) 
Sea-rocket (Cakile edentula) 

Shinleaf (Pyrola elliptica) 

Snakeroot, Seneca (Polygala senega) 

Snapdragon,Dwarf (ChoBnorrhinum minus) 

Snowberry, Creeping (Gaultheria hispiduln) 
Speedwell, Long-leaved(Veronica longifolia) 

Marsh (V. scutellata) 

Water (V. anagallis-oquatica) 

Spikenard (Aralia racemosa) 

Squawroot (Conopholi3 americana) 

Stonecrop,Ditch (Penthorum scdoides) 1 
Storksbill (Erodium cicutarium) 

Sundrops, Small (Oenothera perennis) 

Swallowwort, Black (Vincotoxicum nigrum) 

Sweetflag (Acorus calamis) 

Thistle, Scotch (Onopordum Acanthium) 

Twayblade, Bog (Liparis Loeselii) 

Trout-lily, White (Erythronium albidum) 

Twinleaf (Jeffersonia diphylla) 

Velvet-loaf (Abutilon thoophrasti) 

Water-Buttercup, White (Ranunculus aquntilis) ? 

Yellow (R. flabellaris) ? 
Water-Hemp,Tall (Acnida altissima) 

Water-Horehound, Marsh (Lycopus europaeus) 
Waterleaf, Canada (Hydrophyllumcanadense) 
Water-Purslane (Ludwigia palustris) 

Whitlow-grass (Draba verna) 


Millgrove 
Oakville River 
Bronte 

Crawford Lake,Twiss, Crieff 

Caledonia 

RBG-York Rd. 

Halton Forest 
Hendrie Valley 
Crieff bog 

Westover (not confirmed.) 
Spencer Creek , Twiss Road 
Glanbrook(1978) 

Twiss Road 
Ham.-east end 
Glanbrook; RBG 
Ham. beach 
Ham. bay 
Snake Rood 
Halton Forest 
Bronte 

Oakville River 
Crieff bog 

Crieff bog , Twiss Road 

Oakville river 

Ancaster-Spring Valley Park 

Glnnbrook 

Glanbrook 

Mt. Nemo 

Cedar Springs Rd. 

Ham. beach 

King's Forest;Ancaster 
Bronte 

Confederation Park 
Twiss Rd; Crieff bog 
Stoney Creek 
Millgrove 
Halton Forest 
Valens; Crieff bog area 
Mt.Nemo;Halton Forest 
Stoney Creek 
Valley Inn Rd. 

Glanbrook 

Near RBG Rock Garden, Bronte 

Glanbrook 

RBG-York Rd. 

Millgrove , Twiss Rd, Crieff 

Bronte;Oakville River 

Oakville River 

Binbrook 

Valens 

Twiss Rd. 

Spender Creek 
Ham. Bay 
King's Forest 
Millgrove; Hayesland 
RBG-York Rd. 


General areas are shown above. More detailed information as to where most of these 

plants have been located can be provided by the writer.. , n .. , , /in ,. 

r 7 Art Runnells (phone 561-4191) 
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CHR isms BIRD COUNT - I960 


Hamilton, Ont. 43°l6'N79 52'W centra at York and Dundur n Sts., all Points 

within a 15-mile diameter circle tc include Hamilton, part of Burlingtcn, Lake 
Medad, Waterdown, Millgrove, Greensville, Dundas, Mineral Springs, Ancaster, South- 
cote, Hannon and part of Stoney Creek; elevation 245 tc 1000 ft.; habitat coverage, 
mixed woods 35$, towns 25$, open water 20$, farmland 19$, Marshes 1$. 

Dec. 26; 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. A.M. : overcast, intermittent light snow. 

P.M.: mostly cloudy, intermittent light snow. Te mp. 3 to 26 F. Wind WSW, 

0-20 m.p.h. Snow cover 1 tc 2 in. Water and harbour mostly frozen. Wild food 
crop excellent.Sixty-one observers: 51 in 28 parties, 10 at feeders; total party 
miles 563 (132 on foot, 431 by car). Total party-hours 186 (129 on foot, 57 by 
car) plus 30 hours at feeders. 

Count: Common Loen 1; Great Blue Heron 1; Mute Swan 1; Cana.da Gcc.se 960j 
Mallard 14907 Black Duck 500; Gadwall 57; Pintail 30; Green-winged Teal 55; Northern 
Shoveler 2; Redhead 27; Ring-necked Duck 1; Canvasback 7; Greater Scaup 940; Lesser 
Scaup 200; Common Goldeneye 335; Barrow's Goldeneye 1; Bufflehead 155; Oldsquaw 250 ; 
White-winged Scoter 40; Surf See,ter 1; Heeded Merganser 6; Common Merganser 600; 
Red-breasted Merganser 18; Sharp-shinned Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk 100; R<ugh-legge 
Hawk 18; Merlin 1; American Kestrel 25; Ruffed Grouse 36; Ring-necked Pheasant 63; 
Common Snipe 1; Glaucous Gull 30; Iceland Gull 3.; Great Black-backed Gull 94; Her¬ 
ring Gull 900; Ring-billed Gull 700; Caspian Tern 1; Rock Dove 525; Mourning Dove 
6 O 8 ; Screech Owl 6; Great Horned Owl 11; Snowy Owl 3; Long-eared Owl 9; Belted King 
fisher 10; Y ellow-shafted Flicker 52; Hileat'ed Woodpecker 4; Hairy Woodpecker 3^; 
Downy Woodpecker 213; Eastern Phoebe 1; Nr rthe rn Horned Lark 207; Hoyt's Homed 
Lark 10; Blue Jay 243 ; Common Crew 1900; Black-capped Chickadee 1004 ; B o rea ljfl 
Chickade el; White-breaste d Nuthatch 134; Red-breasted Nuthatch 17; Br. wn Creeper 
18; Winter Wren 2; Carolina Wren 1; Northern Mockingbird 8 ; Gray Catbird 2; 

American Robin 309; H ermit Thrush 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet 42; Ruby-crowned King¬ 
let 3; Bohemian Waxwing 2; Cedar Waxwing 1 030 ; Northern Shrike 1; Starling 73,000 
(roost); H ouse Sparrow 1990; Eastern Meadowlark 1; Red-winged Blackbird 1; Rusty 
Blackbird 1; Common Grackle 1; Brown-headed Co-wbird 11; Cardinal 332; Evening Gros¬ 
beak 67; Pur pie Finch 11; Pine Grosbeak 15; Common Redpoll 203; Pine g.iskin 264 ; 
American Goldfinch 276 ; White-winged Crossbill 4 ; Rufous-sided Tcwhee 1; Sa vannah 
Sparrow 1; Slate-colored Junco 750; Oregon Juncc 1; American Tree Sparrow 836 ; 
Chipping Sparrow 4; Field Sparrow 3; White-throated Sparrow 134; Swamp Sparrow 14 ; 
Song Sparrow 86; Lapland Lcngspur 14, Snow Bunting 1150. 

Total, 95 species (plus 2 additional races), a bout 93, 236 individuals. 

(In count area count wee k, but not seen count day: Marsh Hawk, Dunlin , 

Red Crossbill.) 

Observers; David Agrc, Joan Allingham, Don Babb, Etta Bourne, Hazel^ 

Broker, Ryland Callaghan, william Campbell, Barry Cherriere, Michael Clark, George 
Coker, David Copeland, Bill Crins, Robert Curry, Edward Dinniwell, Robert Elstcne, 
Robert Finlayson, Bradley Gray, Leslie Gray, Florence Grightmire, Jack Hanna, 

Audrey H awkes, Raymond Hughes, Mark Jennings, Norma Lang, Maurice Laycc ck, Eliza— 
beth LeWame, Tony Mason, George McBride, Douglas McCallum, David McCcrquc.dale, 
Margaret McFetridge, Jack Mclnally, Kevin McLaughlin, Olive Newcombe, George N orth 
(compiler—857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3), Laurel Ncrth, Linda Northrop, 
Minnie Odenkirchen, John Olmsted, Anne and Tom Reid, Ren Rid ont, Mark R-bson, Paul 
Robson, Joe Rctheman, Kira Sibakin, Eunice Smillie, William Smith, Rick Snider, 
Stephan Sprague, Ruth Summers, Sam Tabcne, Mary Thompson, Mary Toplack, Jack Van 
Nostrand, John Van No strand, Robert Waldhuber, Gerry Whitworth, Chauncey and Sarah 
Wood, Alan Wormingtcn (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to December 31, I960 - 268 


Common Loon 

Dec. 

26 


1 

Port Nelson 

R. Ridout, G. Whitworth 

Great Blue Heron 

Dec. 

28 


1 

Dundas Marsh 

Bill Smith 

Northern Shoveler 

Dec. 

26 


2 

East end of Bay 

Ron Ridout 

Ring-necked Duck 

Dec. 

26 


1 

Beach Canal 

R. Ridout, G. Whitworth 

Barrow's Goldeneye 

Dec. 

26-::- 1 

male 

East end of Bay 

Tony Mason, R. Curry 

Su rf Scoter 

Dec. 

26 


1 

Willow Point 

B. & L. Gray; Wormington 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Dec. 

k, 10 

1, 

, 1 

Ancaster; York 

S. Wood; B. Duncan 

Cooper's Hawk 

Dec. 

31 


1 

Governor's Rd. Dundas 

Bill Campbell 

Bald Eagle 

Dec. 

21 


1 

Bronte 

Alfred Epp 

Marsh H awk 

Dec. 

29 


2 

Stone Church Rd. E. 

Bob Sargeant 

Merlin 

Dec. 

10 


1 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Dec. 

26 


1 

Upper Horning Rd. 

Ted Dinniwell, Don Babb 


Dec. 

26 


1 

E. Dundas 

Michael Clark 

Killdeer 

Dec. 

13L 


1 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Common Snipe 

Dec. 

26 


1 

Burlington at Mountain 

Mark Jennings 

Dunlin 

Dec 

. 28L 


1 

Bull's Point 

Bill Smith 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec. 

13 F 


1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Michael Clark 


Dec. 

26 


28 

W over Dundas Marsh 

Wormington, Finlayson 

Iceland Gull 

Dec. 

26F 


3 

W over Dunda.s Marsh 

Wormington, Finlayson 

Caspian Tern 

Dec. 

26L 


1 

W over Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Short-eared Owl 

Dec. 

12 


1 

Mount Hope Airport 

Bruce Duncan 

Red-bellied Wdpkr 

Dec. 

30 1 

male 

1 mi. W cf Cayuga 

Bruce Duncan 

Eastern Phoebe 

Dec. 

26 


1 

Mineral Springs 

Mary Gartshore; R. Curry 

Northern Horned Lark Dec 

. 26F 


56 

White Church Road 

Jack Hanna 

Hoyt's Horned Lark 

Dec. 

26F 


4 

White Church Road 

Jack Hanna 

Boreal Chickadee 

Dec. 

26* 


1 

Cherry Hill Gate RBG 

Jack N"strand's party 

Carolina Wren 

Dec, 

26 


1 

Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Gray Catbird 

Dec. 

26 


1 

Valley Inn Path 

Wormington, Finlayson 


Dec. 

26 


1 

Upper Homing Road 

Don Babb, Ted Dinniwell 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Dec 

. 26 


3 

Dundas; Westdale: Aldershot Toplack: Agro; Crins 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Dec. 

26 


■ 1 

Stone Church Rd. W. 

Douglas McCaililum 


Dec. 

26 


1 

Brow Rd. Waterdown 

Bill Crins, D. McCorquodal 

Northern Shrike 

Dec. 

29 


1 

Stone Church Rd. E. 

Bob Sargeant 

Common Yellowthrcat 

Dec. 

15 


2 

upper Dundas Marsh 

Robert Finlayson 

Hooded Warbler 

May 

13F 


1 

Bedford Pk. Grimsby 

George Meyers 

E. Meadowlark 

Dec. 

14 


1 

Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 


Dec. 

3 1 


1 

Winona 

George Meyers 

Rusty Blackbird 

Dec. 

10; 26 

1, 

1 

Taquanyah; Du ndas 

B. Duncan; M. Clark 

Brown-h. Ccwbird 

D ec 

. 29 


8 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Anne & Tom Reid 

Evening Grosbeak 

Dec. 

12 


15 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Red Crossbill 

Dec. 

29* 


14 

Ancaster 

Bob Sargeant 

White-winged 

Dec. 

26 

2, 

2 

Sulphur sprgs; Waterdown Olmsted; Bill Crins 

Crossbill 

Dec. 

29 


6 

Ancaster 

Bob Sargeant 

Savannah Sparrow 

Doc. 

26 N. 

shore Dundas Marsh 

Wormington, Finlayson 

Oregon Junco 

Dec. 

26F 


1 

York Road 

Allingham, Summers 

Chipping Sparrow 

Dec. 

26 

1, 

3 

N. shore; Dundas Marsh 

Wormington; M. Clark 

Field Sparrow 

Dec. 

26 


3 

Aldershot 

Crins, McCorquodale 

White-—crowned Sp. 

Dec. 

15 


2 

old Dundas dump 

Bob Finlayson 

Lapland Longspur 

Dec. 

26 


13 

White Church Read 

Jack Hanna 


Dec. 

3 1 


2 

Y ork, Out. 

Bruce Duncan 


Please send your bird records by the 10th cf the month to George W. Ni rth, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3 , or phone 634-5463 
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Number of species recorded to January 15, 1981 - 78 

Great Blue Heron Jan. 9 2 Taquanyah Cons. Area Bruce Duncan 

Mu te Sw an Jan. 1 6; 1 Brcnte; La Salle Park James A. N. Dowall 

Pintail Jan. 1 7 East end of Bay (Duncan, Furber, 

Green-winged Teal Jan. 1 4 East end of Bay (McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Redhead Jan. 1 4 Burlington Golf Club Jim Dowall 

Barrow's Goldeneye Jan. 1 1 male East end of Bay McLaughlin et al. 

H arlequin Duck Jan. 1 1 male Howard Av Oakville Laurel North 

H ooded Merganser Jan. 1 5 Desjardins Sewer, Dundas Duncan et al. 

Cooper's Hawk Jan. 1 1 University Landing McLaughlin et al. 

Rough-legged Hawk Jan. 1 1 10th Road East Furber et al. 

Marsh Hawk Jan. 2 2 Taquanyah Cons. Area Bruce Duncan 

Ruffed Grouse Jan. 1 3 Patterson Tract Beverly McLaughlin et al. 

Gray Partridge Jan. 1 8 Mud St. & 10th Rd E McLaughlin et al. 

Glaucous Gull Jan. 1 3 Burlington Golf Club Jim Dowall 

Iceland Gull Jan. 4 1 ad. Dofasco Inlet George Meyers 

Lesser Bl.-b. Gull Jan. 4 1 ad. Dofasco Inlet George Meyers 

Scree ch Owl Jan. 12 1 Taquanyah Cons. Area Bruce Duncan. 

Great H orned Owl Jan. 3 1 Walker's L. & Fairview Dennis Phillips 

Snowy Owl Jan. 1 ICC. C. I. W. Beach Canal-Laurel North 

Long-eared Owl Jan. 1 7 Patterson Tract Rockton Duncan et al. 

Belted Kingfisher Jan. 9 1 Taquanyah Cons. Area Bruce Duncan 

Yellow-sh. Flicker Jan. 1 1 Dundas Marsh willows McLaughlin et al. 

Yellow-b. Sapsucker Jan. 1 1 Dundas Marsh willows Furber, McLaughlin et al. 

Horned Lark Jan. 2 30 1 mi. W of Cayuga Bruce Duncan 

Red-br. Nuthatch Jan. 1 1 Children's Garden RBG McLaughlin et al. 

Winter Wren Jan. 1 1 University Landing Duncan, Waldhuber et al. 

Brown Thrasher Jan. 1 1 Cone. 12 Carlisle Errol Dominico 

American Robin Jan. 5 150 Forsythe Ave. Bob Doering 

H ermit Thrush Jan. 12 1 Hopkins Tract RBG Betty & Percy Wykes 

Eastern Bluebird Jan. 12 3 Hopkins Tract RBG Betty & Percy Wykes 

Cedar Waxwing Jan. 1 45 Patterson Trect Rockton McLaughlin et al. 

Common Y ellowthrcatJan. 1 1 U niversity Landing Duncan, McLaughlin et al. 

Red-w inged Blackb. Jan. 4 1 Cedar Av Burlington Ruth Summers 

Brown-h. Cowbird Jan. 9 1 857 Eagle Dr. Burlingtbaurel North 

Evening Grosbeak Jan. 1 20 Ancaster Peter Hamel 

Purple Finch Jan. 1 4 Patterson Tract Beverly Duncan, McLaughlin et al 

Pine Grosbeak Jan. 1 5 Patterson Tract RocktonMcLaughlin et al. 

Common Redpoll Jan. 1 6, 6 Rockton; Kerns Road Duncan et al.; Norths 

Pine Siskin Jan. 1 350 Holyrood Av Oakville Donald R. Gunn 

White-winged Crossbill Jan. 1 6 Ancaster J. Dowall; P. Hamel 

Clay-colored Sparrow Jan. 9 1 Bedford Pk Grimsby George Meyers 

Whitegcrcwned Sp. Jan. 1 1 Brantford Jim Kelly 

White-throated Sp. Jan. 1 1 Kerns Road George Laurel North 

Swamp Sparrow Jan. 1 3 U niversity Landing McLaughlin et al. 

Jan. 9 1 Taquanyah Ccns. Area Bruc-p Duncan 

Lapland Longspur Jan. 2 4 1 mi. W of Cayuga Bruce Duncan 

The following commoner birds were a.lso seen on January 1, 1981: Canada Goose, 
Mallard, Black Duck, Gadwa.il, Greater Scaup, L.-ss-r Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Buffle- 
head, Oldsquaw, Common Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, America.n Kestrel, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Rock Pigeon, 
Mourning Dove, Hairy WWocdpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black- 
capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Br<wn Creeper, Starling, H ouse Sparrow, 
Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, American Tree Sparrow, Song a 
Sparrow. 



SPRING HAWK MIGRATION - SOUTH SHORE L AKE ONTARIO 1930 . 

BY Walter Klabunde 

Of the 430 HMNA daily reports turned in for the Eastern Great Lakes Region 362(84%) 
were from the Lake Ontario lookouts namely; Derby Hill,Braddock Bay,Grimsby,and 
Vinemount. Table 1 summarizes the data from each of these four lookouts and their 
auxiliary stations. Also indicated are the totals of each species seen flying east 
(Derby Hill and Braddock Bay) and west (Grimsby and Vinemount), For the east flight 
the total of the lookout with the greater number is augmented with the extra indi¬ 
viduals seen early and/or late at the other lookout. Because of the proximity of 
Grimsby and Vinemount all extra seen at Vinemount on a daily basis were added to 
the Grimsby total for the west flight total. All record highs noted for Grimsby, 
Vinemount and West Flight except for Turkey Vulture were due to increased coverage. 

Table 2 indicates the first, peak, and last appearance of each species for the three 
stations which operated nearly continuously for three months or more. Table 3 shows 
the percentage of the total counts of the major species for the same three areas. 

The data in this table roughly defines the migration period as well os the periods 
of major flights. 

This years totals of Turkey Vulture for Derby Hill and Braddock Bay are nearly the 
same as last year when the Braddock Bay total was also over 600 more than Derby 
Hill's. As only 57 were noted at Braddock Bay in June, is it possible that over 
500 took up residence between lookouts;? 

Goshawk counts continued their downward trend - 30% down from 1979. 

In spite of the decline that Derby Hill noted in their total number of Sharp - 
shinned Hawks , the record highs that Braddock Bay and Grimsby amassed were not 
equal to the Derby Hill count. However the total B+W flights were almost the same 
as last year. 

The total E+W flights of Cooper's Hawk for this year was 44% above that in 1979. 

As with other species where Derby Hill records disproportionately higher totals, 
it indicates that the major portion seen at Derby Hill migrated through the 
western part of the Appalachian Region rather than around the lakes. 

Although all lookouts reported record high numbers of Red-tailed Hawks ,the total 
E+W flights was only 8.3% higher than lost year. 

While the total E+W flights for Red-shouldered Hawks was an all time high, 21.6% 
above last year, Braddock Boy showed a marked decline of 35%. The high for Grimsby 
may be due to increased coverage, but no logical arguments con account for the drop 
at Braddock Bay. 

The Broad-winged Hawk figures also show inconsistencies but yet all explanable. Thu: 
Derby Hill and Braddock Bay each amassed record highs yet the east flight total 
dropped over 3,300. The west flight also dropped over 1000 making a total decline 
of 4,334 or 9.9% less than in 1979. The additional coverage at Braddock Bay during 
June added 4,756 in 1979 but only 269 this year causing the drop in east flight 
total. 

The two Swainson 1 s Hawks seen at Derby Hill on 24 and 31 May were the only individu¬ 
als recorded in the entire region. 

The totals for Rough-legged Hawks were down in all areas causing a 52.5% drop in 
the E+W flight total. This was ascribed to the mild winter and is in line with the 
lower numbers recorded last fall (1979). 

The combined E+W flights of Golden Eagles , 20,exceeded last years total by one. 

Of these 17 were adults and 11 were immatures. However the total of the combined 
flights of Bald Eagles ,29, was down three fcom last year. But the immature out¬ 
numbered the adults 17 to 12. 

Northern Harriers were down 19% from last years record high bringing this years tota. 
into the normal range. Likewise Ospreys were also down from last years record 
high by 58%. 

(continued on next page) 




TABLE 1 

SUMMARY 1980 SPRING 

99 

HAWK WATCH 

LAKE 0NTARIC 

1 LOOKOUTS 


Lookout 

Derby 

Braddock 

East 

Grimsby 

Vinemount 

West 

Total 


Hill 

Bay 

Flight 



Flight 

E + W 

Species 








TV 

948 

1,626 

1,641 

666* 

353* 

673* 

2,314 

Unid A 

15 

17 

15 

29 

35 

29 

44 

G 

35 

22 

35 

5 

0 

5 

40 

SS 

7,974 

7,714* 

9,154 

4,696* 

835* 

4,709* 

13,863 

C 

618* 

142 

618* 

141* 

55& 

156* 

774* 

llnid B 

529 

581 

529 

311 

148 

311 

840 

RT 

7,827* 

2.923* 

7,836* 

3,009* 

850* 

3,158* 

10,994* 

RS 

1,208* 

283 

1,208* 

722* 

80* 

725* 

1,933* 

BW 

34,233* 

24,204* 

34,502 

4,933 

2,313* 

4,933 

39,435 

SW 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

RL 

247 

231 

247 

38 

6 

41 

288 

Unid E 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

GE 

18 

8 

24 

3 

1 

4 

32 

BE 

12 

14 

21 

8* 

0 

8 

29 

NH 

520 

437 

538 

75* 

14* 

76$ 

614 

OS 

275 

107 

276 

24* 

7* 

25* 

301 

Unid E 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

GF 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

PF 

1 

3 

3 

(1) 

0 

(1) 

3 

M 

12 

6 

12 

1 

0 

1 

13 

AK 

421 

536 

551 

104* 

28* 

111* 

662 

Unid H 

0 

44 

3 

169 

27 

.169 

172 

Total 

54,897 

38,800* 

57,217 

14,936* 

5,254* 

15,136* 

72,354 

Period 

2/20-6/6 

2/24-6/30 


3/1-5/30 

3/15-5/4 



Days 

85 

127 


76 

16 



Hours 

675 

638 


529 

83 



Hawks/nr. 

81 

61 


28 

63 




* Record high 
(rr page 98) 

Go;.-.', Sm.rch was thrilled when he added a White phase Gyrfalcon to his report on 19 
March at Derby Mill. 

The number of Peregrine Falcons recorded was disappointingly low t, one at Derby Hill 01 
11 May and three at Braddock Bay one each on 8 April,and 1 and 15 May. On the west 
flight one was recorded at Hamilton,Ontario on 3 May which was missed at Grimsby. 

The combined E*W flights of 13 Merlins recorded was two less than in the previous yi. 

The number of American Kestrels recorded although 12 % below last year was normal. 

It should be noted that 50?o of the total were observed during the week of 5-11 April 
-a time to watch the shore line which this species generally favors on migration. 

A correlation of major and peak flight dates with wind direction proved to be 
straight forward for Braddock Bay. All twelve major flight days (over 1000) had 
winds in the SW-NW quadrant and all 10 peak flights occurred on 5 days when the wind 
was from SW. At Derby Hill only 6 out of 10 major flight days (over 1000) had winds 
in the SE quadrant. Nine of eleven peak flights occurred with SE winds. The other 
two peak flights and three major flight days had winds from NW and the last fromNNE. 

(continued on page 101) 
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Table 2 - First, Peak and Final Appearance of Each Species at Major Lookout 


Spi 

ecies 

Derby Hill 

2/20 - 6/6 

Braddock Bay 

2/24 - 6/30 

Grimsby 

3/1 - 5/30 

TV 

1st 

3/10 

1 

3/23 

2 

3/19 

1 


peak 

4/7 

213 

4/7 

240 

4/5 

310 


last 

5/31 

26 

6/26 

3 

5/29 

2 

G 

1st 

3/6 

1 

3/20 

2 

3/7 

1 


peak 

3/28 

5 

4/2,4 

5 




last 

5/2 

2 

5/1 

1 

4/1 

1 

SS 

1st 

3/10 

1 

3/19 

5 

3/18 

2 


peak 

4/8 

1,133 

5/10 

2,060 

5/11 

680 


last 

6/6 

4 

6/13 

1 

5/30 

4 

C 

1st 

3/10 

1 

3/19 

1 

3/1 

1 


peak 

4/8 

74 

4/4 

20 

4/6 

20 


last 

5/31 

1 

5/24 

1 

5/12 

2 

RT 

1st 

2/20 

3 

2/24 

3 

3/1 

1 


peak 

3/20 

1,418 

4/4 

482 

3/20 

436 


last 

6/6 

8 

6/26 

1 

5/30 

5 

RS 

1st 

3/10 

2 

3/10 

1 

3/4 

1 


peak 

3/20 

357 

3/20 

109 

3/20 

146 


last 

5/31 

2 

4/20 

2 

5/19 

2 

BW 

1st 

4/8 

65 

4/17 

1 

4/17 

6 


peak 

4/26 

14,301 

4/26 

5,567 

4/26 2, 

569 


last 

6/6 

177 

6/26 

9 

5/30 

4 

RL 

1st 

2/20 

1 

2/24 

3 

3/3 

1 


peak 

4/8 

27 

4/4 

36 

4/13 

4 


last 

5/3 

2 

5/15 

1 

4/30 

1 

SW 

1st 

5/24 

1 






last 

5/31 

1 





GE 

1st 

3/19 

1 

4/1 

1 

4/2 

2 


peak 

3/28 

5 

4/2,4 

5 

4/2 

2 


last 

5/3 

1 

6/1 

1 

4/8 

1 

BE 

1st 

3/6 

1 

3/25 

1 

3/18 

1 


peak 

3/20 

5 

5/15 

2 




last 

5/31 

2 

5/31 

1 

5/10 

1 

NH 

1st 

3/10 

15 

2/25 

1 

3/19 

2 


peak 

4/8 

85 

4/4 

42 

4/6 

8 


last 

6/6 

2 

6/12 

1 

5/00 

1 

OS 

1st 

4/4 

2 

4/6 

1 

4/6 

2 


peak 

4/26 

42 

5/31 

7 

4/11,19 

4 


last 

5/31 

13 

6/7 

1 

5/30 

1 

GY 

single 

3/19 

1 





PF 

1st 

5/11 

1 

4/8 

1 




last 

5/11 

1 

5/15 

1 



M 

1st 

4/1 

1 

4/6 

1 

5/1 

1 


peak 

4/20,30 2 






last 

5/11 

1 

5/7 

1 

5/1 

1 

AK 

1st 

3/10 

3 

3/11 

1 

3/6 

1 

peak 

4/8 

91 

4/7 

221 

4/5 

14 


last 

6/6 

1 

6/14 

1 

5/10 

1 

Nature Quiz Answers 

i (page 92) 
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6. eft;7. doe;8. drake;9« five-linod skink; 
10. Canadian mammals. 
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Spring Hawk Migration 1980 - (cont'd from page 99) 

The latter was the "big" day which produced 15,663 hawks - the winds were light 
(code 1&2). The correlation at Grimsby was also irregular. Here seven out of 
eleven major flight days ( ovor 400) the winds were S to SW. The other four were 
E, NE, ME, and TO/. In each of tho latter tho winds wore generally in code 3 or 
less. 


Throe major flight days were outstanding. The total count for all four areas on 
26 April was 26,483 or 823 hawks/hour which made a spring daily record which will 
probably stand for some time. With only three major lookouts reporting, a total 
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DUCK TRIP - JAN. 4. 1981 

by Bob Curry 

A trip to identify and count waterfowl with no water? This was the prospect 
facing 16 or so intrepid souls who mot at Dundurn Castle on this frigid morning. 
The temperature at 7:00 a.m. was -25 C (-13°F) and although it was mainly sunny 
a light breeze made it barely tolerable for short periods of time. Oldtimors will 
remember Gorogo North's January Duck Trip as the coldest of the year but this 
topped (bottomed?) them all. 

Of course the Marsh and Bay were frozen and stops at Strathearno and Van 
Wagner's confirmed our suspicions as all open water was covered in a dense .layer 
of arctic sea smoko. So bad was it that we decided it was quixotic to stick to 
the theme of the trip and went looking for land birds. 

Along Mud Street the sun was out and it didn't seem quite so inhospitable. 

A loose flock of about 100 Snow Buntings flow past at First Road East but it was 
not until wo had reached Eleventh Road East that our quest was successfully com¬ 
pleted when we found a group of 14 Gray Partridges crouched in a snowy field. 

Driving back east along Highland Road we had nice studies of 2 strutting 
cock Ring-necked Pheasants, a flock of Tree Sparrows, Juncos, Cardinals, 2 Araer. 
Goldfinches and a Red-tailed Hawk. 

We oven braved a walk of about 15 minutes noa.r Stonechurch Road and Hwy //6 
but only saw 4 Song Sparrows, 2 Chickadees and a Downy Woodpecker. 

However, the best was left until,last when we cruised the roads west of Garth 
and north of Sanatorium Road. There are many Mountain Ash in this area laden 
with berries this year. Several times we came upon flocks of Cedar Waxwings and 
Robins. The Robins were a bizarre sight festooning spruco trees like so many 
Christmas ornaments, lined upon windowsills like targets in a sideshow and hang¬ 
ing from clumps of berries like parrots. Thoro wore at least 250 each of Wax- 
wings and Robins. An added bonus was a Mockingbird sitting sedately in an apple 
tree. 

The group broke up at about noon presumably to seek out warmer habitat such 
as livingroons and dens. 

Other species noted by the group between 8:00 a.m. and noon wore: Kestrel, 
Rock Dove, Crow, Starling, House Sparrow, Herring Gull, Blue Jay for a total of 
21 species. 

Oh well! Spring migration is only 2^ months away. 


****-3t*~:; *•*** _ 

Spring Hawk Migration 1980 - (cont'd from page 101) 

of 3,0999 or 111 hawks/hour were recorded on 20 March including six peak flights 
of throe species. This also made it an all time record date for March. And last, 
the third highest daily count of the season of 6,179 hawks or 317/hour, was 
achieved with only two lookouts in operation (Derbt Hill and Braddock Bay) on 
the late date of 31 May. This was particularly surprising after an 18 day lull 
from 12-29 May, when only 2,444 hawks were recorded at the three lookouts which 
was 6.8$ of the 40,227 total for May. Put another way only 10 hawks/hour were 
seen during the lull period against an average of 75.7/hour for the month or 
13l/hour for the other 13 days. 

In addition to thanking participating members and friends of the Hawk Migration 
Association of North America who made this report possible, it should be added 
that the organization needs the support of all hawkwatchers not only in the field 
but also as members to support this study to add to our knowledge and understand¬ 
ing of the bird-of-prey migration across North America. 

4923 Creek Rd., Lewiston, NY 14092. 
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MATURE TOUR OF, AUSTRIA 

by Marion S. Shivas 

We departed Toronto at 0:30 p.m. /May 28,1900, flying to greet the 
dawn somewhere over Ireland but deep clouds gave us only a glimpse of the 
countryside, with clearing at descent at Frankfurt, Germany, 

A short trip via Austrian Airlines, the clouds were again with us and 
we missed the view of the Austrian Alps, described by one travel writer as an 
"endless table of vanilla cupcakes". We landed in Vienna in sunshine and 
"soft air". Here we joined our Leader, Gus Yaki, and the rest oi our party . 

Established in two vans, we motored to the southeastern area- BURGENLAND- 
very near the Hungarian border. Our destination was Apetlon which was to be 
our headquarters for the next few days. 

We explored the region east and south of Lake Neusiedle-a large steppe 
lake having an average depth of one to two metres and rich in soda and 
Glauber's salt - a huge expanse with reedy borders and many outlying ponds, 
and the hub for flora and fauna from the Alpine,Baltic and Pannonian 
(Hungarian,Yugoslavian and Roman) zones. 

This is vineyard country and a portion of evergreen tree attached to 
the pinnacle of a building announces that one can partake of the wine 
vintnered in the area, where the warm climate nurtures the carefully- tended 
and ultra-neat vines. 

The botanists among us gloried in the beautiful wild field poppies 
along the roadsides. Many of the plants were familiar to us - yellow 
rattles, pinks,etc. but one confounded us until we researched-the Pheasant s 
Eye-an orange-scarlet bloom of the Buttercup Family. Laburnum(Goldcn- 
Chain) shrubs were a common sight and obviously escaping and naturalizing 
in any suitable habitat. Also many of the lovely feathery pink Tamarisk 
shrubs were flouridfj.ng here - something they will not do in our local 
gardens. 

We journeyed to the east and south in a vain search for the European 
Great Bustard, which we unfortunately never did locate. This took us 
through Tadten where one long thoroughfare was planted with Chestnut Trees 
completely lining each side and in full bloom-white on one side or the 
street and pink on the other. Unforgettable beauty! 

We came to the Hungarian border where warning signs-ACHTUNG-and watch 
towers over the barbed wire separating the countries, made one a little 
uneasy. Our solace here were the neat gardens of salad greens,etc.,and a 
lovely specimen of deep Purple Mullein growing in company with the Yellow 
Flag(Iris pseudacorus), In our explorations, fields of yellow and purple 
vetches, pinks,purple orchids, scabious, and a member of the legume family 
"Dragon's Tooth" with large,single,yellow bloom,intrigued us. 

The much-revered nesting storks were everywhere. They are provided with 
nesting platforms on the roof of many houses and are considered to be a lucky 
omen. House Martins were numerous, busily building nests. Through the 
courtesy of a British traveller, a White-spotted Bluethroat of the Thrush 
family, was located. Other birds seen in this southeastern area were - 
Common Pochard; Gray Lag Goose; Teal; Bittern; Heron; Spoonbill; Coot;Purple 
Gallinule; Reed, Sedge and Marsh Warblers; Spotted Redshank; Collared Dove; 
Jay ; Blue,Great,Crested and Coal Tits; Lapwing;White Wagtail; Skylark; 
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Nature Tour o£ Austria (continued) 

Wheatear;Magpie;Greenfinch; Serin;Hoopoe;Squacco Heron; Blackbird;and heard 
singing but not seen, the Golden Oriole. 

We journeyed to Rust on the Western side of Lake Neusiedle on Saturday, 

May 31. Entering this baroque town with buildings of many hues,the whole 
populace seemed to be on the streets. Church bells were ringing-a local 
wedding. Making arrangements for our overnight stay at Sifkovits Pension at 
the Rathaus(city or town hall),Gus, Ed Glanert(co-leader),Ann Sutton and I 
emerged from the office only to be forced to fall in at the end of the wedding 
procession going through the middle passage of the Rathaus on foot from the 
civil ceremony to the church for the religious service. Some of our party, 
with cameras poised, were dismayed to have to include us in the picture of the 
emergent wedding party and rudely called us clowns! 

After checking in at the Pension, we walked the long promenade to the East 
to Lake Neusiefflle, Here are marinas, a cottage colony on stilts,shops,and 
constant bird calls and activity in the high reeds. We saw our first Wind- 
sujfing(now catching on, on this continemt ) . We strolled through the Pension 
gardens, then had Dinner in the charming dining room decorated in Tyrolean motif 
with pleasing music ranging from semi-classical to the old popular dance tune; 
"Kiss Me Once and Kiss Me Twice and Kiss Me Once Again". I have never learned 
the name of the instrument encased in beautiful carved wood, which was played 
with "hammers" on strings, producing sweet music and which replaced the piano 
in the orchestra. Does anyone know? A walk after dinner gave us a review of 
the ancient buildings and enabled us to hear the song of the Nightingale, 

Leaving Rust the next morning, we journeyed tn a northwesterly direction, 
passing the quarry near St. Margrethe where rock carving is done on the very 
walls(not carried away), Eisenstadt in the distance gave us a birdseye view 
of Esterhazy Place, then on throughBadon(famous for its spa) and,entering the 
area of the Vienna Woods, through Mayerling(scene of the ill-fated suicide of 
Archduke Rudolph and his friend, Marie Vetsera). This is a pretty district of 
rolling hills, country roads, paths,farms,vineyards,and heavily wooded areas, 
and only about 15 miles from Vienna. Castles or ancient fortresses were to be 
seen everywhere, as we travelled by the Autobahn west. 

Striking southwest, we headed into the "lake" country,skirting Mondsee 
and winding into St. Gilgen on the Wolfgangsee. Such picturesque country - 
snow-capped peaks-spring meadows-mountain paths-visits to a nature sanctuary of 
bog-like quality-excursions to St.Wolfgang, Badischl(a summer locale frequented 
by Austrian royalty)-a day in Salzburg on the fast-flowing Salzach River, 
visiting the Hohensalzburg Fortress dating back 900-ylus years-so much that is 
reminiscent of Mozart-wall-to-wall shopping area in the old town on the narrow 
Getreidegrasse-no motor traffic-just people! A day here is not long enough to 
explore but then we are on a nature tour and cities in this instance are really 
not our "bag". After Dinner in the quaint old town, we entered Mirabell 
Gardens in the new section while awaiting our bus for the return to St.Gilgen, 
Enrapt with the beautiful statuary, I heard the rattle of keys and the clang 
of gates. We almost had to spend the night there, they were loclcing-up just 
before dark. 

Birds seen in the vicinity of St.Gilgen were Chaffinch,Fieldfare,Mistle- 
thrush, Tit species, a questionable Bonelli's Warbler,Jays,Wagtails,Bullfinch, 
Red-backed Shrike. Here, too, I saw a small Roe Deer descend the mountain 
near St.Wolfgang, while awaiting the return of our party from a climb. 

Plants were abundant. Noted were the Sessile Oak, Field Maple and European 
Mountain Ash Trees; small-leaved Lime, Spindle-tree(European Euonymous),and 

(continued on page 105) 
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WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 
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F rom .Thn-Editor - (cont’d from page 915" 


BIRDSEED• 

. ^ teen b r0U ght to my attention that sunflower seed or special mixed 

seed (no wheat nr sorghum) may be obtained in built by going to the Bogle Farm, 
Concession 7, W. Flanbornugh just west of Hwy 6. If interested, call 689-5886 or 4 L 


HAWK MIGRATION ASSC0. OF N. AMERICA 

The report on the 1980 Spring Hawk Migration in this issue is the work 
of the HMANA which was founded in 1974. This worthwhile organization has done much 
to monitor bird-of-prey populations, add to public and scientific knowledge by 
establishing data banks on hawk migrations. Its success is dependent on the ±inan 
cial of members who receive the HMANA Newsletter. If you would like further infor¬ 
mation, write Nancy Clayton, Menbsrship Secretary, HMANA, 95 Martha's Point Road, 


Concord, MA 01742. --- 

Nature Tour of Austria - (cont'd from page 104) 


Common and Scarlet-berried Elders. We saw European Wild Ginger, Wild Strawberry, 
Gold-n Saxifrage, Encahnter's Nightshade, Violets, Sorrels, Wild Geranium which 
included ^charming burgundy shade named "phaoum" - many old plant friends and now. 

(tc be continued in the next issue) 
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The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 
is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most welcome 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note¬ 
worthy Bird Records to Geo. North, 857 Eagle Dr,Burlington, 0nt.L71 3A3 
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